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Research and Professional Experience 
1986-Present Corporate Research Fellow. Environmental Sciences Division, Oak Ridge National Laboratory. 

1988-2002 Research Associate. Belfer Center for Science and International Affairs, Harvard University. 

1980-1986 Associate Director and Head of Programs and Planning. Energy Division, Oak Ridge National 

Laboratory. 
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Senior Planner. Energy Division, Oak Ridge National Laboratory. 

Research Fellow, Science and Public Policy Program, and Associate Professor and Chair, 

Department of Geography, University of Oklahoma. 

Assistant Professor of Geography, Syracuse University 

 

Publications 

1. “Inducing Transformational Energy Technological Change,” in W. Nordhaus and N. Nakicenovic, eds., 
Technological Change and Global Warming, special issue of Energy Economics, forthcoming 2010 . 

2. Adapting to Impacts of Climate Change, with others, Report of the Panel on Adapting to Impacts of Climate 
Change, NAS/NRC Committee on America’s Climate Choices, May 2010. 

3. “The Importance of Advancing Technology to America’s Energy Goals,” with D. Greene and  others, Energy 
Policy, 38 (2010):  3886-3890. 

4. “Science, Open Communication, and Sustainable Development,” with John T. Wilbanks, special issue: 

Advanced Forum for Sustainable Development, Sustainability , 2 (2010):  993-1015.  

5. “Beyond Adapting to Climate Change:  Embedding Adaptation in Responses to Multiple Threats and 

Stresses,” with Robert Kates, Annals of the Association of American Geographers, forthcoming October 2010. 

6. “The State of Climate Change Vulnerability, Impacts, and Adaptation Research:  Strengthening Knowledge 

Base and Community,” with C. Rosenzweig, Climatic Change, 100 (2010):  103-106. 

7. “A New Paradigm for the Next Generation of Climate Change Scenarios,” with R. Moss and others, Nature, 

463 (February 11 2010):  747-756. 

8. “Research and Development Priorities for Climate Change Mitigation and Adaptation,” in R. Pachauri, ed., 
Dealing with Climate Change:  Setting a Global Agenda for Mitigation and Adaptation, New Delhi:  TERI, 
2010:  77-99. 

9. “Considering Issues in Measuring Energy Sustainability,” in T. Graedel and E. van der Voet, eds., Linkages of 
Sustainability.  Strüngman Forum Report, v. 4.  Cambridge, MA:  MIT Press, 2010:  341-354. 

10. “Toward an Integrated Agenda for Adaptation Research:  Theory, Practice, and Policy,” with A. 

Patwardhan and others, Current Opinion in Environmental Sustainability, 1:2 (2009):  219-225. 
 

Synergistic Activities 

Wilbanks played roles in the first US national energy plan (1978-79); the first U.S. National Assessment of Possible 

Consequences of Climate Variability and Change (1997-2000); the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 

(IPCC) Working Group II (Impacts, Adaptation, and Vulnerability) Third Assessment Report (1998-2001); and 

aspects of the UNEP et al. Millennium Ecosystem Assessment related to issues of geographic scale and regional and 



local assessments (2001-2005).  More recently, he served as Coordinating Lead Author for the IPCC’s Fourth 

Assessment Report, Working Group II, Chapter 7:  Industry, Settlement, and Society, and Lead Author of that 

group’s Technical Summary and Summary for Policymakers (for which, along with other IPCC Fourth Assessment 

Report Lead Authors, he was formally recognized as a Co-Laureate for the 2007 Nobel Prize for Peace); 

Coordinating Lead Author for the U.S. Climate Change Science Program’s Synthesis and Assessment Product 

(SAP) 4.5 (Effects of Climate Change on Energy Production and Use in the United States); Lead Author for one of 

three sections (Effects of Global Change on Human Settlements) of SAP 4.6 (Effects of Global Change on Human 

Health and Welfare and Human Systems); Lead Author of SAP 2.2 (State of Carbon Cycle Research); and a Lead 

Author of the CCSP “Unified Synthesis Product:”  Global Climate Change Impacts in the United States, released 

in March 2009.  He has been named Coordinating Lead Author of a chapter of the IPCC Working Group II’s Fifth 

Assessment Report, 2011-2014.  From2004 to 2010, Wilbanks was Chair of the Committee on Human Dimensions 

of Global Change of the U.S. National Research Council (NRC), and he is a frequent member of other NRC boards, 

committees, and panels, including membership on the NRC Board on Earth Systems and Resources, 2002-2007.  

In November 2008, he was appointed to the committee leading NAS/NRC’s historic Congressionally-mandated 

two-year study of “America’s Climate Choices,” and he is also served as Chair of the adaptation panel for that 

report. 

 

 


