
Mariya Absar 
Oak Ridge National Lab        Phone: (865) 576-8583 
P.O Box 2008 MS6301        Email: absarsm@ornl.gov 
Oak Ridge, TN 37831-6301, USA 
 
 
EDUCATION 
2009 Yale School of Forestry and Environmental Studies, Environmental Management, M.S. 
2004 Lahore University of Management Sciences, Computer Science, B.S. 
 
RESEARCH AND PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 
2012 -  Present  Post Masters Research Associate, Computer Science and Mathematics Division, 

Oak Ridge National Laboratory, Oak Ridge, TN 
 2011 – 2012  Postgraduate Research Associate, OARE Project, Yale School of Forestry and 

Environmental Studies, New Haven, CT 
 2011     Research Assistant, Young Scientists Summer Program, International Institute for 

Applied Systems Analysis (IIASA), Laxenburg, Austria. 
 2009 – 2011  Water Policy Research Associate, OIC Standing Committee on Scientific and 

Technological Cooperation, Islamabad, Pakistan. 
 2007 – 2008  Masters Project with Professor Robert O. Mendelsohn, Yale School of Forestry 

and Environmental Studies, New Haven, CT. 
2008    Intern, Pakistan Mission to the United Nations, New York City, NY 

 2004 – 2006  Assistant Manager, Information and Communication Technology Department, 
National Commission for Human Development, Islamabad, Pakistan 

 
RESEARCH INTERESTS 
Climate Change Impacts and Adaptation, Environmental Science, Economics, Policy and Foresight.  
 
PUBLICATIONS 
Absar, M., (2013) The Future of Water Resource Management in the Muslim World. Journal of Future 
Studies, 17(3):1-20. 
Absar, M., Fuss, S., Reuter, W.H. (2013) Investment in Water Saving Irrigation Options under 
Uncertainties – A Comparative Analysis. International Institute for Applied Systems Analysis. Interim 
Report IR-12-017.  
Absar, M., (2010). The Impact of Climate Change on the Glaciers, Water Resources and Livelihood of 
Pakistan. COMSTECH Secretariat Publication submitted to 8th Globelics International Conference. 
Retrieved from: http://umconference.um.edu.my/upload/43-1/papers/154%20MariyaAbsar.pdf 
Absar M., (2009, March 8) Backyard Blitz. Dawn Newspaper, Images Section. Retrieved from: 
http://archives.dawn.com/weekly/images/images11.htm 
Absar, M., Choice of Farm Inputs in Response to Uncertain Irrigation Supplies in Pakistan, Master’s 
Thesis, Yale School of Forestry and Environmental Studies, 2009 (Manuscript under preparation). 
 
 
 
 
 



 
PRESENTATIONS, POSTERS AND CONFERENCES 
2013 Absar, S. M., Preston, B. L. 2013. Development of Nested Socioeconomic Storylines for 

Regional Impacts Adaptation and Vulnerability Studies. Presentation, Association of American 
Geographers Annual Meeting April 9-13, 2013, Los Angeles, CA. 

2013 Absar S.M., Touma, D., Nair, S. S., Preston, B. L., Ashfaq, M. 2013. Production and Adaptation 
Assessments of Agricultural Crops under Climate Change in Southeastern United States. Poster 
presented to the Scientific Advisory Board of the Climate Change Science Institute at Oak Ridge 
National Laboratory, March 5, 2013, Oak Ridge, TN. 

2012 King, A.W., Absar S.M., Nair, S. S., Shem, W., Preston, B.L. 2012.  Vulnerability of 
Agriculture to Climate Change as Revealed by Relationships between Simulated Crop Yield and 
Climate Change Indices.  Poster presented Fall American Geophysical Union (AGU) Meeting, 
December 3-7, 2012, San Francisco, CA. 

2011 Absar, S. M. 2011. Investment in Water Saving Irrigation Options under Uncertainties – A 
Comparative Analysis. Presentation, Young Scientists Summer Program, International Institute 
for Applied Systems Analysis, August 19, 2011, Laxenburg, Austria. 

2010  Absar, S. M. 2010. The Impact of Climate Change on the Glaciers, Water Resources and 
Livelihood of Pakistan. Presentation, 8th GLOBELICS International Conference, Energy, 
Environment and Development, November 1-3, Subang Jaya, Malaysia. 

2010 Absar, S. M. (2010) Water Science, Mountain Hydrology and the Impacts of Climate Change in 
the Upper Indus Basin. Guest Lecture for Environmental Economics Class at Lahore University 
of Management Sciences, June 10, 2010, Lahore, Pakistan 

2009 Representative of Yale University, 5th World Water Forum, March 16-22, 2009, Istanbul, 
Turkey  

 
AWARDS AND HONORS 
2006 – 2008  Fulbright Scholarship 
2006 – 2008  Yale – Goldman Scholarship 
 
COLLABORATORS 
Benjamin Preston, Moetasim Ashfaq, Anthony King, Danielle Touma, Sujithkumar Nair, Rui Mei (Oak 
Ridge National Laboratory), David Wiberg, Michael Obersteiner, Sabine Fuss, Wolf Reuter 
(International Institute for Applied Systems Analysis), Sohail Inayatullah (University of the Sunshine 
Coast), Jose Ramos (National University of Singapore), Paul Draghi (Yale School of Forestry & 
Environmental Studies). 
 
MENTORS AND GRADUATE ADVISORS  
Research Mentor (Oak Ridge National Laboratory): Moetasim Ashfaq  
Research Mentor (Oak Ridge National Laboratory): Benjamin L. Preston 
Research Mentor (International Institute for Applied Systems Analysis): Sabine Fuss  
Graduate Advisor (Yale University - M.S.): Robert O. Mendelsohn  


